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estoring an old mining settlemént’back o its glory days rejiiires

than finding precious metals. Yot'dalso’have to bring back the dance
hall girls and gambling to revive a ghost town. Well, Colorado’s histori
" .Central City will soon realize at least half of that equation when limited-stal
gambling begins this fall. It doesn't take that much of an excuse, though, to
head for the mountains from Denver, whatever awaits you. Yo

And-the rubber-neck reactions to the Maxton Rollerskate would make the
-gpringtime trip lots of fun.
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Central City, 40 miles west of down-
town Denver, is a motley collection of
frontier buildings perched on Gregory
Gulch more than 8500 feet above sea
level. Here, in 1859, John Gregory dis-
covered enough gold to peg this area
“the richest square mile on earth.”
Even without gold fever, the town war-
rants a visit before the hoards of gam-
blers arrive, as it offers surprising
diversions such as the Opera House
where Lillian Gish appeared in Camille
in 1932.

As a friend and I headed west on
US6 from Denver—after paying obliga-
tory homage to the Coors Brewery in
Golden, Colorado—we entered scenic
Clear Creek Canyon and finally, the
'Skate was in its element. Bundled in
wool and leather against the spring
chill, we guided the throaty roadster

Access to the engine and running gear is

through the rock-bordered curves
along the still half-frozen Clear Creek.
The sophisticated double-wishbone
front suspension quickly communi-
cated road conditions. The Mazda 13B
engine seemingly had no cap to its
wind-up, with the custom exhaust’s
tone announcing the power at each
upshift. Barely taller than a clenched
fist, the short-throw shifter atop the tall
driveshaft tunnel allowed quick gear
changes in concert with the fast-
revving rotary.

Dan Ripley, owner of Maxton Com-
ponents , bristles at the mere mention
of the word “kit,” and rightly so. In
keeping with the company name, he
calls his little Rollerskate a component
car, as it arrives with very little assem-
bly required before the buyer can head
out on his own wind-in-the-hair motor-
ing adventure. The Rollerskate is deliv-
ered about 80 percent complete. All
you have to add is a 12A or 13B Mazda
rotary engine and some paint. The fin-
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ishing touches are supplied by Maxton
Components for you to bolt on.
Installing the windshield, radiator,
instrument panel, gearbox, seats, and
plugging in the wiring harness is proba-
bly a weekend’s worth of wrench turn-
ing for somebody with a big roll-away.
Maxton figures the average person can
put the Rollerskate together, less paint,
in about 50 hours.

The 'Skate is more than a rolling
chassis covered by a molded-fiberglass
body. Ripley’s time spent behind the
wheel of racing vehicles and his dedica-
tion to no-compromise engineering
have produced a solid performance car
with balanced and agile handling char-
acteristics. Under the distinctive fiber-
glass skins—which recall at least two
important nostalgia cars, the Bugeye
Sprite and Lotus 7—is a tuned space-

excellent.

frame chassis made of square tubing
that weighs in at a little over 200
pounds. The frame and suspension
were designed by Ben Vanderlinden,
who is credited with designs for SCCA
Formula Renault and Shelby Can-Am
race cars. Maxton achieved an almost
perfect front-to-rear weight balance of
47 to 53 percent, with the engine sit-
ting nearly mid-point, just forward of
the firewall.

The suspension consists of a Max-
ton-designed double-wishbone with
upper and lower A-arms carrying Mus-
tang II uprights. Coil-over shocks and
an antirollbar round out the front sus-
pension. It also has vented disc brakes
and a Ford Mustang II rack-and-pinion
steering system. The Mustang steering
was a power-assist unit in production
form, but Maxton converts it to manual
operation due to the light weight and
short wheelbase of the car. A Mazda
RX-7 live axle is used in the rear,
located with trailing arms and a Pan-

hard rod. Coil-over shocks and an
antirollbar are also included. Mazda
drum brakes are used in the rear; the
brakes are not power assisted and thus
require a firm push on the pedal. The
prototype Rollerskate test car had a
Racing Beat limited-slip differential,
which has since been removed.

Maxton doesn’t skimp on any com-
ponents. The Panasport alloy wheels
are shod with 205/60R13 Goodrich
Comp T/As. The seats are supportive
Corbeau buckets fitted with Simpson
four-point racing harnesses. The pedal
assembly is a heel-and-toer’s delight
made by Neal. VDO instruments moni-
tor the vitals. And the list goes on. Rip-
ley’s concept was to put together a lit-
tle car with a high fun-factor and qual-
ity components, and to deliver a rolling
chassis for a retail price under $20,000.
He has succeeded on all counts, with
the added bonus being the creation of
an escape car with a nostalgic roadster
quality.

From a comfort standpoint, the
Rollerskate harks back to other road-
sters of old where simplicity prevailed
and the attraction was the experience
of being low-slung enough to strike
matches on the tarmac, along with

The short-throw shifter is well
matched to the fast-revving engine.

being out in the open in tune with the
outdoors—no top, no doors, no side-
view mirrors. What more could a
sports car deliver? People over six-feet
tall can also enjoy the car, but the
legroom could be a little better, espe-
cially for long trips. Underdressed
folks won't be too uncomfortable if the
weather turns cool, since the wind-
screen and side wings keep the
breezes off the torso, and the heater
does an admirable job keeping the legs
warm. There’s nothing that will keep
the breezes off your hair, short of an
uncomfortable driving position, which
would not allow forward vision. Just
screw on your chapeau, give another
wrap to your scarf, then mash the
accelerator and enjoy.

The 'Skate’s tidy engine bay is cov-



The seats are supportive Corbeau
buckets fitted with Simpson four-point
racing harnesses.

ered by a clamshell forward-opening
hood. Access to the engine, running
gear, and front suspension is excel-
lent. Production versions will also
have a small trunk which might be big
enough for a woman's airline softsided
make-up case, But hey, this baby is for
blowing off steam on a sunny Saturday
after a long week of corporate hassles.
If overnighting is in the plan, there’s
plenty of room for your toothbrush in
the glovebox.

Dan Ripley’s Maxton Components,
Ltd., is located at 3774 S. Lipan St.,
Dept. KC, Englewood, CO 80110;
303/781-1945. The Rollerskate’s vital
statistics are: 90-inch wheelbase,
142.5-inch overall length, 41.5-inch
height to top of rollbar, 64-inch overall
width, 55.75-inch rear track, 54.25-inch
front track, and 1680 pounds curb
weight. According to Ripley, our test
car has a top speed of 127 mph and
registered 6.28 seconds in 0 to 60
acceleration. The company proto
loaned to us had been driven hard,
and showed very few durability prob-
lems.

Additionally, it had an RX-7 engine
that was perhaps a little healthier than
one a prospective owner might find in
the junkyard. Companies such as Rac-
ing Beat make a wealth of engine and
drive components for Mazda so that
drivetrains in the Maxton can be tai-
lored to match any performance bent.

Arriving in Central City after a
brisk drive up Clear Creek Canyon
was actually somewhat anticlimactic to
the drive itself. The Opera House,
though picturesque, was still months
from its summer season opening, and
the rowdy saloons were preseason
quiet without the melodramatic Wild
West tourist shows and shootouts.
And the gambling paraphernalia had
yet to arrive. It was almost like, dare |
say it, a ghost town. But soon all that
will change, and then we’'ll have to find
a less crowded canyon to blitz in this
Rocky Mountain roadster.

So YOU Say YOU'D Love A Kit Car,
But, YOU Aren't Able To Build One
WE ARE!!

Rolling Chassis to Complete Cars
We Build YOUR Dream
the way YOU want it.
CUSTOM ACCESSORIES

AVAILABLE
20 years assembling experience
Call or write TODAY....

$5 for info,

e
Banstice Woton Corn Co., Lzd

9124 SIKES COWPEN RD.
BROOKSVILLE, FL 34601
904-796-6860

YOUR QUALITY REPLICAR SHOULD HAVE

-Quality {Issembly-

By a State-licensed, prolessionally trained coach builder with over 22
years experience in all aspects of automobile restoration or fabrication
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FOR YOUR CONFIDENCE

« Fomoco Body Engineering Training
»Detailed & Itemized Cost Proposals « Full Service Assembly Facility
« Resident Mechanical Engineer . National Delivery

« Prepurchase Consultation

Why entrust your valuable replica investment to lesser skills? Give us
& call to discover how we produce uncompromised automobiles for un-
compromising clients.
SPECIALTY AUTOWORKS, INC.
4601 Mill Branch Lane Suite 3, Knoxville, TN 37938
(615) 922-5487 = (615) 626-3541 Eves/Weekends

& Complete Your
*° Unfinished Kit

Kit Car Assembly
Rolling Chassis
12 MONTH WARRANTY
423 N. Osage, Box 160

Edna, KS 67342
(316) 922-7325

Exclusively ‘
Intermeccanica ‘
Convertible "D”

Assemblers -

The premier kit

built by the best
in the business.

C&F

2090 Placentia Ave.

Costa Mesa, CA 92627
714-646-6910

INTRODUCING
ARMSTRONG'S CLASSIC'S & EXOTIC'S

AUTHORIZED ASSEMBLER FOR
EVERETT-MORRISON MOTORCARS

SPECIALIZING IN COBRAS

WE OFFER ONE ON ONE CUSTOMER SERVICE
SPECIALIZING TO YOUR NEEDS

NO JOB TO BIG OR TO SMALL
ASSEMBLY AVAILABLE FOR ANY KIT

DESIGNED FOR EXCITEMENT
ENGINEERED FOR SAFETY AND EXCELLENCE

FOR MORE DETAILS CALL OR WRITE TO
CHRIS ARMSTRONG
800-245-7022 / IN CA 818-909-9872
6217 COLUMBUS AVE VAN NUYS,CA. 91411

&

Engine

High performance Porsche and VW engines.
Custom Fabrication.
Quality Work.
10 years experience.

(619) 741-6173

Reach 300,000

enthusiasts with

your ad here!

Call foday for rates and
details:
800/634-4738
Attention: Suzy Perimutter
8490 Sunset Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90069

* Turn Keys Available $24,900 up
* Custom Assembly & Fabrication

% Component & Parts Engineering
* Aluminum Parts & Interiors

UND, (719) 591-3660
AR R P.0. Box 15436
CARRIAGES  Colorado Springs, CO 80933
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