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SKATE!

Pick your power, drop it in Maxton’s original skin
and you have the recipe for free-wheeling fun

By Denise McCluggage

bw.

axton, Mosten. Mo cogni-
zint conpeciion exisls, bul
never underestimate the
imprinting of an adoles-
cint unConseious,

Denverite Bob Satherlond has been
deeply involved in the creation of the Max-
ton Rollerskate, a put-it-topether car mde
by Maxton Component Cars, Lid. of Eng-
lewond, Colo. (Dan Ripley, president.) B
was o nmume Bob came up with because it
sounded right.

And Bob Suthertond’s steps throuph 2
Kansas City prep school followed by several
wiears those of the late Masten Gregory, once
of America’s colorful piongers an dhe inter-
pational facing eircuit. The tme interval
wis cnough for Masten to heve become o
herp tw the students and anathema o the
faculty, both for the same meason: Masien's
nonchalance in squandesing Wis inheritance
on race cars only tr wneck them and write a
check over their twisted bodies for anoher.

Clzarly, spending profligaely on cars—
or even caring decply for them—wsis o gen.
erational rift, Bob has never been in doub
since his childhood days which sude e was
on. Mot (hat he was ever as carelice as
Masten with monzy, bul through the years
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Bob Sutherland (above) wanted to bulld a car as distinctive as his oid cars.

he hos exchanged a lew dollars {(earmed pri-
murily in his family’s lumber and home-
center business) for & glomous assorument of
vinlupe aeing cors, predominately Bupgattis,
Miaseratis and Millers,

Bob is fimmly in the camp of collectoss
who actually wse their vinlage cars rather
than flick dust ofT of them. He has raced
them with relish wherever o checkersd flag
flics—Meom Monterey to ltaly 10 Mew Lea-
band. And his is the vision behind the recent
burgevning of 10040 -mile over-the-road vin-
tage cvents in varions statcs—Arizons, Cal-
iformia, the Corolinas and, come spring.
Mew Mexico—all reprises om the grand Col-
arade Grand which Bob began in 1984 as an
homage o the Mille Miglia.

Bob thrills w the challenge, the spirit, the
sheer joy in meing, yel the essennal appeal
af the old meing machines o him B acs-
thetic. But that's understndable, oo, snee
his degres from Yale was in ant history. To
Rish, the soul of the artist made poanifest in
a Bembrandt, a Carmvaggio or @ Giacometti
is kindred o that which takes shape as a
Bugatti, 2 Maserati or o Miller, Indeed, w
express hat view he has written commend-
able puetry which #s included in his singu-
larly charming book ealled. From Bugani to

He's found it the Maxton

Hougainvitlen: Bacing amd Shiri,

Bob camee o kpow Ban Ripley as ocar
people pet 1o know each mher—Ifrom being
where cars sre raced. festored of repaired.
Dan had raccd Altas in 5CCA and 1MSA
aid b s Boulder dealership for a wiile,

The pair first collaborated an & venlune
that ultimately saved from the erushers
Frd"s great Geoup B orally car—the RE200 |
—amd put @ fstfel of them in the hands of
arateful American reeers @nd colleciors,

With the RS200: gone, what should robl
info the vacuum but the Hollerskote.

Bob Sutheeland had always wanted 1o
build a car, one et was as individual and
distinctive as the ofd cars he admired. He
hiwd Il 2 protetype of such a cor {which he
called the **Mille Miglia™} produced in En-
sland, but it was deemed prohibitively ex-
pensive. Maybe, o start such & venture,
somcthing less ambitious?

S0 he recfed his sails. And the Ralles-
skate began o emerge.

Ben Vanderlinden, whose hamd was evi-
dent in SCCA Formuola Benault and Shelby

Can-Am cars, designed a space-frame
chassis and most of the suspension system.
Michae] Mate did @ body in plass Gber, A |
prinning litthe popecyed one that was bound
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10 rn everyone s mind 10
the Bug-Eyed Sprite,
Though Dan Ripley
was looking for a
new project, ihis one
il nor emance him
al fiest, But then he
test drove a bare-
chassis Rallerskare.
1 st have pat 3000
track nmules on that car
trying 1o break it,'? Dan
recalls. And T'm good at
breaking things. 1 go

thing but the 3.3 lock-1o-
lock quickness. Por siop-
ping, Mustang [ discs
in Tront and ey BX-
T druans in back (nlong
with the accompany-
ing BX-T live axle.)
The Rollerskate is
jrisepe sfreet-lexalized
race car than hopped-up

has a roll bar, byl no
doors, (You just step in
over the cu-down sides.)

blisters throwgh my
gloves.”" But he couldn’t

break the tough biwle car
and instead, fell in love
with it.

And he signed on.

More than that—he
bought the company

Cowehl this, then, be e
bith of a new carmaker

building and selling
sports cars W delight the
bt of the enthmsias?

Ina word, Moo

Mot moun cm of over-

whelming government

regelations and a public
with a litigious  mindsel.
Crash-testing alone was
prohibitively expenzive.
Emigsion controls and as-
somted certifications mean
| prowtypes and 4 testing
| expense that put the ki-
bosh on-any notion of
| huilding the Roblerskaie .
| Unless, of course, they
| didn’t actually build the
| car—you didt

Bl _ill!il don’s say e
word *“Rit’" anywhere

wind; or [ast, [lat car-
nering; or quick accelera-
tion—ar ol the stares—
then you likely won't like
the Rollerskate.

Svme people have
found other things to dis-
like about the car. For in-
stance, Auvgie Pabs told
me hat he noticed the
suspension botlomed-out
dunng the time he spent
behind the wheel. Tha
WAS CONITArY [0 Iy exphe-
rience in the car. 50 |
checked with Dan.

And Ripley said that,

L Mo st G PO T

near the Muxton people.
That word induces unwel-
come images of replica cars—those some-
times-shoddy facsimiles of famed cars of
the past. The Hollerskate. they will have
you know, is nol an amitition soything: [Uis
an original hMaxton.

Yes, i cvokes the spons ears of you
arowing-up years, but that 15 a summoning
of the gods of wind-in-the-hmr and tears-
on-the-cheeks, a spiriiwal cloning, and nod
merely a copy of a physical appearince.

So they set a price—5S14500 F.OB.
Denver {engine not included —and planned
componsls with as much quality and safety
thiat those dotlars could oy, They assembls
most of the difficull or complicated pans—
like wiring hamesses—and complete nearly
80 percent of the actual building. When the
buyer gets the craed compofents it looks
more ke a car ook, Ma, it rolls!y than a
duuming pile of pans,

Finishing it, Dan claims, should take
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i, Paban wan right, Bul

abowl 50 hours of only moderacly expent
libar. And the final cost of a finished Roll-
erskate should fall somewhere in the neigh-
borhood of 522 000 1o 325 000,

Oy, et please k] in the e it takes o
frack down an engine of yeur liking, Ask
around [or o Mards cotary, either 2 13B ora
[ZA. (Ome with all the emission conurols
still in place; passing any stale cmission
tests is the responsibility of the buyer/
builder.) The engines can be variously
tweaked, too, For example, with an RX-7's
12A engine properly breathed vpon, the
Rullerskate will reach 60 mph in a blink
over five seeonds.

Try that in your precious-memorics Sprite
or MG Midzet or Morgan

Ok, that’s [or poing. For sweering, the
Rollerskate uses o Ford rack-and-pinion
male quick by using @ power-assisled onit
without the power. You won't notice sny-

also that Aogic had driven
a prototype Bollerskate betore they had a
chance (o glter the speing ramges.

Anyway, T have a notion that the waly
important experience i the Maxton Roller-
skate could be in the bwlding of it.

| can see Fainilies, clubs, orpanizations—
all banding togethar in a project mode o iy
and put this thing tngether. And i the pro-
cess learning something about cers, about
cach other, and aboul themselves,

What was it that Pirsig said in Zen and
the Art of Marorevely Meintesanee? Somee-
thing 1o the effect thal the motorcycle you
work on is ultimaely yourself.

Sos bee 11 with Maxton Follerskates.

They rc a meter medituion Ml can resull
in @ Fzisty linile wagon that will fp off some
snoriing O-6s, and comer like those old
pool mbles we used o mvoke.

And thar might just tift the balance be-
pween froswn lines and grins, &
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moaid cor. For imstance, it |

And it has a raked, flag |

windscreen, But no top or |

side curbaimns |
ﬁ’p:;::::::k:::l.m _Whn_l it nli_cu:rllux 1o 15
{abovo) 8 true TR .[[ you Irlk.e thai sort |
wind-in-the-face of thing, you'll probably
roadster. Interiar Towve the Rollerskite.
{left) is stark in the But Be advised, it i 0
bast stregt-legal genuine throwback kKind
race car tradition, of sports car—aol & res
sulariand sy fined one, fike the Miata,
anglﬁm?gjm;'m miade for middle-aged
';;hmgom]:jfﬂ“ memorics. 11 you nuln‘l
inspiration like neise: or buffeting




